MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between the Township of Nockamixon

and the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Commission

dated _____________________________, 2007

WHEREAS, the mission of the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Commission (herein after referred to as Commission) is to restore historic places, conserve green space for public use and preserve and interpret our heritage to enhance life for generations to come; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission has prepared a Management Action Plan to stimulate economic development in the region while promoting the preservation of natural, cultural and recreational resources; and

WHEREAS, this Management Action Plan documents the need for a continuous vehicular route, to be known as Delaware & Lehigh Drive, to help interconnect these resources in a manner that fosters economic development in coordination with conservation practices; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recommends that local municipalities pursue a Pennsylvania Byway designation and a National Scenic Byway designation, if appropriate, for the proposed Delaware & Lehigh Drive extending from the City of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, to the Borough of Bristol, Pennsylvania, along a series of state and local roadways; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is responsible for overseeing the process by which such routes are designated as state and national byways; and

WHEREAS, the applicant requesting such a byway designation from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation must be a governmental entity or an agent thereof, and

WHEREAS, the Commission is willing to assist the local municipalities through which the proposed Delaware & Lehigh Drive will pass, by serving as the applicant for a byway designation on their behalf.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the provisions contained herein and intending to be bound hereby, the parties agree as follows:

The Commission will work with local municipalities to identify the specific vehicular route that the proposed Delaware & Lehigh Drive will follow from the City of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, to the Borough of Bristol, Pennsylvania; and

The Commission will prepare and submit the documents associated with requesting a byway designation from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation for the proposed route of the Delaware & Lehigh Drive on behalf of the local municipalities; and

The Commission will provide copies of such documents to the local municipalities for review and approval prior to submission to the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation; and 

The Commission will assist the local municipalities and the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation in managing the process of pursuing a byway designation.

Each municipality will provide a representative, as needed, to work with the Commission to pursue the byway designation and oversee the long-term management of the Delaware & Lehigh Drive.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties have executed this Memorandum of Understanding as of the date first above written.  

Township of Nockamixon
Delaware & Lehigh Heritage Corridor Commission 

By:  _____________________________
By:  ______________________________

Name:
Name:

Title: 
Title:
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